Be sure to ead this syllabus carefully. It contains impotant information
necessary to pass the course with a good grade. Modifications will be made
it as necessary. You will be notified via UB Learns (check it regularly!), in
recitations and in lectures. Keep upwith all readings!

UGC 112, “World Civilizations since 1500”
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30-10:20 a.m. spring 2009, Knox 104

Professor Claude E. Welch cwelch@buffalo.edu; 645-8434
417 Park Office hours: Wednesdays, 2:45-4:30 and by appointment
Ben Carlson, TA; bbc2@buffalo.edu Office hours: Tuesdays 10:45 - 11:45am and Fridays 12:00 -3:00pm
Jenny Kahl, TA; jrkahl@buffalo.edu Office hours: Tuesdays 10:45 - 11:45am and Wednesdays 1:00- 4:30pm
Josh Meddaugh, TA; Meddaugh@buffalo.edu Office hours: Tuesdays 12:00-1:30pm & 3:00-4:30pm and Thursdays 3:00-4:30pm

Note: All the TA’s will hold their office hours in Park 506 inside the Political Science Department on the Fifth floor of Park Hall or the
Second Floor of the Alfiero Center.

Basic philosophy:

Globalization provides the major theme of this class. In the past 700 years, dramatic transformation—indeed,
revolutions—have marked our globe. Major changes occurred around 1500, in technology (particularly military), in
communications (with the spread of printing and literacy), in foodstuffs (with the transportation of new crops between

continents), in infection (with the “great gene exchange”
Renaissance and Reformation in the West helped pave the way later for democracy, nationalism, socialism and
environmentalism), and in power (throughdevelo p ment of a gl obal maa tkeert” andal drhiealr i esn

start, in short, at an exciting time, at an era when limited connections existed among societies and continue to our electronically-
linked world.

How were these transformations perceived at the time? What were the key strains, uncertainties and excitement?
What were the consequences of change? Who gained, and who lost? How have people from thousands of different societies
been brought together economically and politically, if not necessarily culturally or socially? These are major questions we shall
probe. I hope we can | e“xenturylifiepamd uiddrseand‘haw lotte? societfesfatediffdrest tiraes trave 2 1
dealt with the challenges of change.

Reading:

The major text —Tignor et al., Worlds Together, Worlds Apart -- MUST be purchased and the assigned chapters or
selections read with care by the specified dates: it is available at the University Bookstore on campus and at the College
Bookstore on Maple Road, in addition to on-line sources. The text can also be purchased at likely a lower cost through the
electronic version. Go to http://www.nortonebooks.com/welcome.asp for instructions. An equally inexpensive way is through
used book stores. [Because it is an excellent text, Worlds Together is widely available.].

Be sure to give special attention to the introductions and summaries for each chapter, as well as to the key terms
(including those circulated electronically each week). Some readings will be available through course reserve. Follow these steps
carefully, in order to obtain personal copies of required readings that have been placed on reserve:

e  Open your computer or go to a public facility

e Go to web browser (Internet Explorer; Mozilla Firefox)

e Click on UB libraries

e Click on course reserve (at bottom of column at left, under Quick Links)
e  Enter course number and click go

e Select article(s) you wish to reprint for personal use

e  Click on its URL (this will require that you do so twice)

e The article will appear in .pdf format

e  Print, using the print icon on the Adobe screen
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Finally, be sure to check at least daily with a major international news source such as www.nytimes.com or
www.bbc.com for information. You are expected to be able to link historical and contemporary events in this course. The
examinations may include questions from current events.
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recitation or tests, but establish -25reggkar peoutili asess, Wavh
overwhelming. You definitely should read each selection twice (before class to get information in your mind, which will be
critically examined in lecture and in the days immediately before the exams). In addition, give close attention to the questions

posed at the startofeachc hapt er |, and to the summaries at their ends. It
go over the same personal notes again and again; quiz each other on key terms (these will be circulated each week via UB Learns
—besuretoclickon® show all announcements”); and guess what you thi

These techniques will help you get a reasonable grade. You are strongly advised to check your knowledge regularly by going to

the website: http://www.wwnorton.com/worlds. Select the appropriate link for the Tignor text we are using. You will find

numerous questions on which you can practice before the exams. Some items will be drawn from these practice tests for the

exams themselves. The examinations themselves will be open-book. However, R2 Yy Qi SELISOG G KI G &2dz 6Af
questions without careful prior reading of all assignments. The tests are designed so that
find answers that way.

Grading:

In-class tests (to be given February 17 and April 2) 25% each; total 50%
Final exam, during finals period 30%
Recitation participation 20%

(This means you cannot get an A in the course if you are lax in coming to the recitations, where your attendance is
required. Lectures are also important, since information from them will be used on tests.)
All examinations will be graded numerically, with the numbers then used for APPROXIMATE letter grades. The cut-off
points will be announced on UB Learns, and are intended to give you a sense of where you stand. Cut-off points will be
determined for each test. The final determination of grades rests with the instructor, who will decide the dividing line between
(say)B-andC+.Therear e | i kely to be approximately 25% A (“high hono
pass”) and 5% F (“failure”). Thus, presuming reasonashl e e
In reviewing for tests -- and at other times as well -- be sure to press the "View last 30 days" or "View all" tab. That way
you will be certain to get all the information that is relevant, such as the key terms. Key terms (identifications) will form part of
every examination, as will multiple choice and essay questions.

Lecture schedule:

Topics for lectures and associated reading assignments appear below. Note: these are subject to change; announcements will
be made electronically, in class and in recitations as necessary. Key terms, for which you will be responsible in recitations and
on tests, appear in the text in boldface; additional terms will be posted through UB Learns. You are responsible for all of them.

Date Topic Assignment

1/13 Introduction to major themes (None, but if you have time, skim Tignor xxix-xxxvii)

1/15 Worlds [mostly] apart, 1 Tignor, 417-434

1/20 Worlds [mostly] apart, 2 Tignor, 434-437; 447-467

1/22 Thewor | d’ s most successful C i Tignor,499-509;El vi n, ‘*The X Factor'’
1/27 Eur opeblsest,rolusl am’s strengt | Tignor,473-478; 490-499

1/29 Transatlantic contact and commerce Tignor, 511-537; Crosby," Pot at o Connecti on’
2/03 Europe: empires and religion Tignor, 537-550; 586-595

2/5 Three Islamic empires Tignor, 478-489, 574-578; Woodward, ‘The Ottomans |
2/10 Race: Africa, Oceania, Americas Tignor, 553-576

2/12 Review session STUDY

First hour exam, February 17

2/22 Transformations in Asia and Africa Tignor, 578-595, 599-617

2/24 Europe and Enlightenment Tignor, 617-626, 639-651

2/26 Slavery, industry and commerce Tignor, 656-667; Economist, ‘Wor kshop of a New
3/3 Nations and empires, 1 Tignor, 667-682; 685-6 9 8 ; Wi | son, ‘'Coffee, T


http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.bbc.com/
http://www.wwnorton.com/worlds

3/5

3/17
3/19
3/24
3/26
3/31

4/7

4/9

4/14
4/16
4/21
4/23
4/28

4/30

Nations and empires, 2 Tignor, 698-704, 710-716, 730-739

Spring break, March 9-13

Nations and Empires, 3 Tignor, 739-760
The ‘ mawarspeduétion]lculture Tignor, 763-787
The ‘ mawarspeduétion, culture Tignor, 787-803
The ‘ mawnarspeduétion, culture Tignor, 809-837
Review session STUDY

Second hour exam, April 2

Reordering the 20" century world, 1 Tignor,853-8 6 5; Chang, ‘Rape of Nanjin

Reordering the 20™ century world, 2 Tignor, 865-879

Reordering the 20™ century world, 3 Tignor, 879-896

Globalization Tignor, 899-9 1 8 ; Levin Institute, ‘'What

Globalization 2 Tignor, 918-937; Economist, ‘Like Herrings'’

“Modern Ti mes"” Tignor, 941-960; News Story*

Human rights Wel ¢ h, “Uni verHsnadRigise c | af @t Mbhl b6
News Story*

Review session STUDY

* All news stories are to be from a non-US source, such as the BBC, CBC, Euronews.net, etc... Be prepared to discuss in recitation!

Final examination during finals period

Other matters:

Out of courtesy to others, please take care of personal hygiene and nutrition needs in advance, rather than leave while class

in progress, and turn off cell phones and pagers before class.

We want to make certain that persons needing special accommodations do not confront problems. Any student with a

diagnosed physical, learning or psychological disability which impedes your carrying out required course work, or which requires
accommodations such as readers or extended time on examinations and/or assignments, must register with the Office of Disability
Services, and should advise me during the first two weeks of the course so we can review possible reasonable accommodations.

Students who are having academic difficulty are welcome to speak with an academic advisor. Those with majors in the

College of Arts & Sciences should go to 275 Park Hall. Advisers are also available in the various schools with undergraduate
programs —e.g. Architecture, Engineering, Management or the various Health Sciences. An academic advisor can assist you in
identifying the underlying issues, making referrals to other offices and resources, and suggest improvements in your approach to
your academic career that may be useful. For assistance with math or writing for your classes, the Learning Center in 217 Baldy
Hall is available. Students wishing formal assistance in critical thinking skills and improving study habits should enroll in GSE 155,
“Met hods of I nquiry”

You definitely should complete the library skills requirement prior to the first hour exam. For helpful hints about websites,

go to http://library.buffalo.edu/libraries/asl/tutorials/evaluating websites.html. Valuable sources from the UB Libraries can be
found via http://libweb1.lib.buffalo.edu/infotree/resourcesbysubject.asp?subject=World+Civilizations:+1500+to+Present. And

If you have questions about material presented in class, please send an e-mail to your TA, making sure that you use a UB

mailing address and that you clearly indicate in the subject line that the note pertains to UGC 112 (we allgettoo much spam) .
expect us to respond directly to all inquiries, for we are at least as busy as are you. Questions raising matters of general interest, or

correcting statements made in presentations, will be answered in lectures and on UB Learns. If you do not know how to use UB

Learns, please check with your TA or with a fellow student who has “been around the system” longer. This is a vital means of

communication.
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